


BCA IMPORTANCE LEVEL DEFINITIONS

Level 1 Buildings or structures presenting a low degree of hazard to life and other property in 
the case of failure

Level 2 Buildings or structures not included in importance levels 1, 3 or 4
Level 3 Buildings or structures that are designed to contain a large number of people
Level 4 Buildings or structures that are essential to post-disaster recovery or associated with 

hazardous facilities

IMPORTANCE LEVEL MATRIX

Building Importance Level
Impact on the Public

Low Moderate Substantial Extreme

Hazard to 
Human Life

Low 1 2 2 3
Moderate 2 2 3 3

Substantial 2 3 3 4
Extreme 3 3 4 4

NOTE:      -	 Importance level 2 is the default level. It applies unless a lower level is justified or a higher 		
		  level is required according to BCA risk assessment guidelines.
                -	 All forms of low-rise residential construction, including both dwellings and outbuildings 		
		  such as garages and sheds, should be assigned importance level 2.

EXAMPLES:

Building Description BCA 
Class

Failure Consequences Importance 
Level

Human Hazard Public Impact
Isolated Farm Building 10a Low Low 1

Residential Shed / Garage 10a Mod Mod 2

Residential Dwelling 1a Mod Mod 2
Small School Shade Structure 9b Mod Mod 2

Produce Sales Building 6 Mod Mod 2

Shearing Shed 8 Mod Low 2
Large Commercial Storage 

Warehouse
7 Mod Sub 3

Large (250+) School 
Assembly Shelter

9b Sub Sub 3

Shed Housing Hospital 
Emergency Generator

10a Sub Ext 4

Emergency Vehicle Garage 10a Sub Ext 4

The above table is an extract from the ASI ‘Portal Frame Steel Sheds and Garages’ design guide. 






















